Mr. Tower

Sociology Syllabus

2018-2019
If toast always lands butter-side down, and cats always land on their feet, what happen if you strap toast on the back of a cat and drop it?     - Steven Wright

Who am I
The 2018-2019 school year will be my twentieth year of teaching.  I have taught one semester at both Burlington High School and Brown Deer High School.  I spent the 2000-2001 school year at Oconomowoc High School teaching Citizenship and US history. This is my eighteenth year at Arrowhead and I’m very happy to be part of a great school district 

Philosophy Good students make good people.  Young adults have a lot of responsibilities and the most important should be family and school.  In high school you will encounter many opportunities, which are both good and bad.  It is up to you to decide which activities you get into and how involved you are in them.  

Sociology
Sociology is useful for all students interested in general education.  The course is designed to help students understand the social consequences of people acting in groups.  These groups are often responsible for shaping the society in which we live.  Sociology involves the scientific study of these groups with the goal of helping students understand society.  

Understanding social problems in America and their effect on 

our society requires that students be willing to do considerable reading and participate in class discussions.  Note taking and several research projects are also required.

Units
The Sociological Perspective & Marriage and Family 

Covered 
Culture & Collective Behavior and Social Movements


Socialization & Social Class in the United States 



Sociological Research

Styles of
Within each unit at least one social problem is isolated and Learning 
studied in detail.  These topics include the changing role of 

women, the television industry, science, divorce, religious cults, death and dying, problems of elderly and others.

Guest speakers are invited to help students understand the reality of some of these problems. 

Rules of the Road


· You must be in your seat when the bell rings.  Not sliding through the door or yelling here I come down the hallway.  If you are Tardy you will spend that time with me after or before school.  If it persists the appropriate measure(s) will be taken! 

· There will be zero tolerance for food or soda in the classroom.

· Passes to and from places out of the classroom will be granted on an individual basis.  Abuse of this privilege will not be allowed.

· Books will be covered by the end of the second week of school.  Covers will be maintained throughout the year.

· Be sure to follow the policy of student conduct on page 26 of your student handbook. 

Grades
50% Tests 


30% Projects & Research


10% Quizzes

10% Homework
* The Final Exam is worth 15% 
Classroom 


Duties
Within the classroom setting we will be having many simulations and discussions.  You will be respectful and a quality listener to your fellow classmates and speakers.


You must bring your book and all materials (binder) needed for the day’s lesson to class everyday.  You must raise your hand when you have a question or want to contribute to a discussion.  Act appropriately for the topic or issue that is being discussed.  Sit in your assigned seats at all times.  In the case when there is a substitute teacher the following rule applies:  THE SUBSTITUTE IS ALWAYS RIGHT! Don’t put yourself in any difficult situations that could jeopardize your grade.  Never turn any class work into the substitute.

Grading 
Scale

A 100- 90, B 89-80, C 79-70, D 69-60, F Below 60 
